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Executive Summary (English)

To this day, 78 years after liberation from Japanese colonial rule in 1945, Korean Peninsula remains the
only divided region in the world. Throughout its 5,000-year history, Korean people have shared their own
culture and traditions based on the same language and identity. However, in the framework of the Cold
War, domestic ideological conflict and confrontation between the West and the Soviet camp resulted in the
division. Since then, in addition to the tragedy of Korean War, it has still been suffering from tremendous
aftereffects.

The division of the Korean Peninsula continues to produce numerous problems like the issue of 10 million
separated families unprecedented in world history, the tragedy in which 3 million North Korean people
died of massive starvation in the 1990s, the problem of 25 million North Koreans suffering from being
deprived of universal freedom and human rights under one-party dictatorship, and North Korea’s nuclear
crisis, which is threatening the peace and security of Northeast Asia and the world beyond Korean Peninsula.

Currently, two Koreas are in an incomparably different situation. S. Korea has become the one and only
example of transforming itself from an aid recipient to a donor by achieving industrialization and
democratization in the shortest time and grown into the world's top 10 economic superpower leading the
high-tech industry based on manufacturing and trade in just a generation. In addition, through Korean Wave,
it has been building a solid status as a soft power superstar across cultures. In contrast, unlike Seoul, Beijing,
and Tokyo, N. Korea has become a huge black hole looking like an ocean as seen in a dark night image
from satellite with extreme poverty, hunger, even minimal freedom, and human rights not allowed, and
exchanges and communication with the outside world extremely limited. That’s why the heterogeneity
between N. and S. Koreas is growing.

The collapse of the Soviet Union in 1990 revealed the failure of communism, but North Korea is making
the process of reunification more difficult by focusing all its efforts on protecting the regime and pursuing
extreme confrontation. However, compared to the 5,000-year history of being a single nation, the past 78
years is a very minute period. Beyond the state of division, it is time to restore homogeneity based on
common historical experience, language, culture, and tradition and move towards a future-oriented peaceful
unification.

By utilizing Hallyu and cultural contents, which are Korea's core capabilities and assets influencing
globally, we can change N. Koreans’ perception of South Korea and create possibility of reunification in
the mid- to long-term while creating an opportunity to restore national homogeneity. In addition, it will
give an opportunity to further strengthen the international network of 7.5 million overseas Koreans living
in more than 190 countries around the world, who are proud of the development of their fatherland and the
Korean Wave and willing to contribute to peaceful unification of two Koreas. Hallyu and cultural contents
will also be helpful to promoting ONE KOREA marketing to share the tragedy of division and our desire
for reunification with global citizens who are enthusiastic about Korean Wave while we present a vision
for peaceful unification as the ultimate solution to various N. Korean issues that undermine global peace
and security.

Further, Hallyu and cultural contents can greatly contribute to attracting the attention of domestic
teenagers and citizens many of whom are increasingly becoming indifferent to the human rights of the
North Koreans and revitalizing citizen-led participatory movement towards unification.

Chair Professor Joseph Nai of the Harvard University, who first proposed the concept of soft power in
1990s as a contrast to hard power such as military and political power, also said that "Korea is the world's
greatest success story, and popular culture such as K-pop shows the most dynamic soft power", recognizing
the potential and influence of Hallyu and cultural contents.

Historically, an unprecedented world success story that has awakened global citizens in a bottom-up

manner through the cultural contents is the album of ‘We Are the World’ produced by 45 World Pop stars
in 1985 to solve hunger and refugee problems in Africa including Ethiopia. The project, which not only



raised a huge amount of $200 million through the sale of more than 20 million albums, but also awakened
the global community to recognize the fact that the World has a common destiny in the middle of the Cold
War, clearly showing the influence of soft power.

In response, | have examined the effectiveness of the unification movement using soft power through a
case study of Action for Korea United, the Solidarity movement of more than 1,000 civic organizations for
the Unification that conducts ONE K global campaign using ‘Hallyu’ and cultural contents, which have
become a global genre beyond phenomenon.

In addition, by sharing the reality of divided Korean Peninsula at home and abroad using Korean Wave
and cultural contents such as K Pop of Korea’s core competency, I have also intended to raise the necessity
of innovative and differentiated ONE marketing to awaken a sense of people-led-participation in Global
campaign towards peaceful unification.
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