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Executive Summary (English)

Salt is an essential commodity used in food preparation and is closely related to the health of the public.
It is known that Koreans consume more salt than the recommended intake standards set by the World Health
Organization. To lead a healthy life, it is necessary to consume an appropriate amount of salt, and hygienic
and safe salt must be supplied for the health of the people. Recently, concern about the environment has
deepened. The risk posed by microplastics to the ecosystem is becoming increasingly severe, and concerns
over the safety of marine food due to the discharge of contaminated water from Fukushima in Japan are
also rising.

Salt faces various risk factors. Therefore, accurate information about the safest types of salt must be
provided to the public, and they must be able to choose hygienic and safe salt. In order for safe and hygienic
salt to be supplied to the public, the government must pursue certain policies, and producers and distributors
need to consider how to manage their businesses.

Salt is categorized into different types based on its production method: solar salt, refined salt, rock salt,
and reconstituted salt, each having different origins, manufacturing methods, and production costs. It is
necessary to consider which type of salt is the safest and most hygienic, and which production method is
best for public health.

Hanju Co., Ltd., a leading salt production company in Korea, prioritizes the health of the public and
strives to produce safe and clean salt. Hanju is the only producer of refined salt in Korea. This paper aims
to closely examine the case of Hanju and discuss ways to enhance the competitiveness of the Korean edible
salt industry compared to the Japanese market.

The domestic market size for edible salt in Korea was estimated at about 880,000 tons in 2022. Of this,
400,000 tons (45%) were refined salt, 420,000 tons (48%) were solar salt, and the remaining 60,000 tons
(7%) were other types of reconstituted and processed salt.

Looking at the combination of refined and solar salts, which total 820,000 tons (100%), domestic salts
account for 420,000 tons (51%) and imported salts for 400,000 tons (49%). Of the 400,000 tons of refined
salt, 160,000 tons (20%) are domestic and 240,000 tons (29%) are imported. Of the 420,000 tons of solar
salt, 260,000 tons (32%) are domestic and 160,000 tons (20%) are imported. Simply looking at the
proportions, the order is domestic solar salt, imported refined salt, imported solar salt, and domestic refined
salt.

Which salt has the highest quality and is most optimized for the health of the people? The competitiveness
of Korea's edible salt lies in providing the safest and highest quality salt at a reasonable price. Which is
better and more stable, refined salt or solar salt? Which is better, domestic or imported salt? It is difficult
to discuss this in a fragmentary manner. A comparative analysis of manufacturing methods and neighboring

countries (especially Japan) is needed to discuss ways to strengthen the competitiveness of Korea's salt
iii



industry.

Considering domestic solar salt, which has a relatively high proportion, it can be easily exposed to
microplastics and impurities due to environmental pollution and the vulnerability of its manufacturing
method. Therefore, if solar salt does not undergo an additional refining process, it is difficult to guarantee
the stability of its quality.

Since 1998, the government has promoted domestic solar salt as a premium salt business, but it must
now acknowledge that environmental pollution issues may cause solar salt to harm public health.
Encouraging domestic solar salt producers to transition to other businesses like solar power and supporting
this policy is very commendable and should be pursued actively and continuously. For solar salt to be used
as edible salt, strict quality control and fully equipped refining facilities are necessary to reprocess it. The
quality instability of solar salt, along with the unstable production quantity due to climate, also poses
problems for stable supply.

On the other hand, refined salt is considered the highest quality and most hygienic salt. The fact that
Japan, the world's leading longevity country that strictly manages hygiene, insists on using only refined salt
as table salt suggests a lot. In Korea, too, the expansion of high-quality refined salt production should be
actively pursued, and the government should actively consider policy support for expanding refined salt
facilities, including tax incentives, low-interest loans for investment, and subsidies. Additionally, joint
research between corporations and academia is required to improve or develop refined salt facilities to
enhance cost competitiveness.

Hanju, Korea's only refined salt producer, has built facilities for producing dissolved refined salt, which
undergo a strict quality control process, and has been increasing production since 2024. Importing high-
quality, stable Australian solar salt regularly for production of dissolved refined salt allows for a stable
increase in production volume. The production process of dissolved refined salt ensures quality equivalent
to refined salt, which is an advantage. Hanju's production method of dissolved refined salt is considered a
management policy that matches the direction of Korea's edible salt industry due to its cost improvement
effect from the diversity of raw materials and its ability to promote stable quality assurance and increased
production.

Moreover, to improve public health, the quality inspection items and standards for edible salt need to be
strengthened. Strict quality inspections, including for microplastics, must be conducted, and suppliers must
have the necessary dissolution and filtration facilities to prove quality safety. There are rumors that some
imported salts use anticoagulants containing harmful ferrocyanides to prevent caking.

To alleviate the public's anxiety about salt quality and contribute to improving public health, the quality of
distributed salt needs to be further strengthened, and both the government and related companies must work

together to achieve this.



Executive Summary (Korean)
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